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Protestants have been no less called in question. Protestants, who at
least allow this book a historical credit, must acknowledge this to have
been the belief and practice of the most virtuous and zealous high-priest,
of all the priests and doctors attached to the service of the temple, and of
the whole Jewish nation; and a belief and custom which our blessed
Redeemer nowhere reprehended in them.

The faith and practice of the Christian church from the beginning is
manifest from the writings of the primitive fathers. In all ancient liturgies,
or masses, express mention is made of prayer and sacrifice for the dead.
In the Apostolical Constitutions is extant a very ancient fragment of a
liturgy, from which Grabe, Hicks, and Deacon borrow many things for
their new models of primitive liturgies, and which Whiston pretended to
rank among the canonical scriptures. In it occurs a prayer for the dead:
" Let us pray for those who are departed in peace/'1 There is no liturgy
used by any sect of Oriental Christians, though some have been separated
from the communion of the church ever since the fifth or sixth centuries,
in which prayer for the dead does not occur.2 The most ancient fathers
frequently speak of the offering the holy sacrifice of the altar for the
faithful departed. Tertullian, the oldest among the Latin Christian writers,
mentioning certain apostolical traditions, says, " We make yearly offerings
(or sacrifices) for the dead, and for the feasts of the martyrs." s He says
" that a widow prays for the soul of her deceased husband, and begs repose
for him, and his company in the first resurrection, and offers (sacrifice)
on the anniversary days of his death. For if she does not these things, she
has, as much as lies in her, divorced him,"4 St Cyprian mentions the usual
custom of celebrating sacrifice for every deceased Christian,5 JJor can it
be said that he speaks in the same manner of martyrs. The distinction
he makes is evident:6 " It is one thing to be cast into prison not to be
released till the last farthing is paid, and another thing through the ardour
of faith immediately to attain to the reward; it is very different by long
punishment for sin to be cleansed a long time by fire, and to have purged
away all sin by suffering." St Chrysostom reckons it amongst the dreadful
obligations of a priest " that he is the intercessor to God for the sins both
of the living and the dead." 7 St Clement of Alexandria, who flourished
in the year 200, says that by punishment after death men must expiate
every the least sin before they can enter heaven.8 The vision of St Perpetua
is related by St Austin, and in her acts.9 Origen, in many places,10 and
Lactantius u teach at large that all souls are purged by the punishment
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